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clearer way to chart global warming. 
 
Critics have also focused on an e-mail from Penn State University scientist Michael Mann as 
evidence that climate researchers have sought to downplay findings indicating that the Earth 
warmed naturally 1,000 years ago. 
 
In a 2003 e-mail, Mann said that "it would be nice to 'contain' the putative" Medieval Warm 
Period. 
 
Mann said in an interview last month that the e-mail reflected his desire to identify exactly when 
the period began -- not to downplay it. He also said that he had declined to act on Jones' request 
to destroy e-mails sought under freedom of information laws. 
 
Republicans who have long questioned global-warming science say that the e-mails show a 
pattern that undermines the theory of man-made global warming. 
 
"One cannot deny that the e-mails raised fundamental questions concerning . . . transparency and 
openness in science," Sen. James M. Inhofe (R-Okla.) said at a hearing Wednesday. 
 
Rep. F. James Sensenbrenner Jr. (R-Wis.), one of the authors of the letter to the EPA, said in a 
news release Wednesday that the e-mails "read more like scientific fascism than the scientific 
process. . . . It's time to take back the notion that the 'science is settled.' " 
 
Some climate scientists have expressed alarm at the contents of the e-mails. But many scientists 
and environmental groups have aggressively challenged the notion that the messages undermine 
climate science. 
 
"The body of evidence that human activity is a prominent agent in global warming is 
overwhelming," James McCarthy, chairman of the Union of Concerned Scientists, told Sen. 
Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) in a letter Wednesday. 
 
"People write ridiculous e-mails when they're in the middle of a fight," Boxer said. "To me, what's 
important is, e-mails aside, is there global warming? Is it being affected by human activity? And 
there's nothing out there that says otherwise." 
 
jtankersley@latimes.com 
 
alex .hart@latimes.com 
 
Frank Warner in Allentown, Pa., contributed to this report. 
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